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Interpretation Request #126 
Topic: find -name “?X” -print Relevant Clauses: 4.24.4 and 3.13

I would like a clarification of lines 4297-4299 (page 281) which state: 4297 ... if the 
basename of the 4298 filename being examined matches ‘pattern;’ using the pattern 
4299 matching notation described in 3.13. Looking at 3.13, there are 3 subclauses: 
3.13.1 Patterns Matching a Single Character 3.13.2 Patterns Matching Multiple Charac-
ters 3.13.3 Patterns Used for Filename Expansion Subclauses 3.13.1 and 3.13.2 seem 
to describe the pattern matching notation and subclause 3.13.3 qualifies the rules in 
3.13.1 and 3.13.2 when used for filename expansion. The question: With respect to find 
and line 4297-4299, are subclauses 3.13.1 and 3.13.2 the only subclauses relevant to 
“pattern matching notation” or is subclause 3.13.3 relevant also? Specifically, 3.13.3(2) 
describes qualifications that pertain to filenames that begin with the ‘.’ character and 
whether it can be matched by the asterisk, question mark characters or bracket expres-
sions. For instance, will either of find . -name ?X -print find . -name [[:punct:]]X -print 
find the filename ./.X ? Historically the answer has been yes. But if subclause 3.13.3 is 
relevant to find, then the answer becomes no.

Interpretation Response 
Subclause 3.13.3 is only used when pattern matching notion is used for filename expan-
sion. In the case of find; filename expansion is not being performed. A known filename 
is being matched against a pattern, therefore, subclause 3.13.3 does not apply. The 
standard clearly states the behavior of pattern matching in file, and conforming imple-
mentations must conform to this.

Rationale for Interpretation 
None.


