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Interpretation Request #97 
Topic: set -o noclobber Relevant Clauses: 3.7.2

The standard says: [n] <word Output redirection using the > format shall fail if the no-
clobber option is set and the file named by the expansion of word exists and is a regular 
file. This does not specify what happens in the case of an empty regular file. What does 
the POSIX standard require? Should an error result in the case of empty as well as non-
empty files?

Interpretation Response 
The standard does not make a distinction between empty or non-empty files. Further, 
the standard clearly states that “Output redirection using the > format shall fail if the 
noclobgber option is set” and conforming implementations must conform to this.

Rationale for Interpretation 
None.


