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Interpretation Request #134 
Topic: wordexp() and IFS Relevant Sections: B.9 and 3.6

Just as is expected by the accompanying rationale, our implementation of wordexp() 
executes a shell subprocess to do the word expansions. We use the Korn shell (the one 
used as the basis for the POSIX.2 shell) which resets its IFS on startup, as permitted by 
subclause 4.56.5.3. The test assertions for wordexp() presume that a modified IFS set-
ting will be reflected in its field splitting, and that a reset IFS is non- conformant. Is this 
the expected POSIX.2 behavior for wordexp()?

Interpretation Response 
The standard clearly states the requirements for word expansion and conforming imple-
mentations must conform to this. The fact that IFS can be reset does not preclude im-
plementations using the shell.

Rationale for Interpretation 
None.
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