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Interpretation Request #90
Topic: mailx next command Relevant Sections: XCU mailx

If a ‘next’ command follows a *hold’ command in mailx, traditional implementations dis-
play the next message following the one the ‘hold’ applied to, as if the holded message
had been printed. This makes sense since the ‘hold’ usually implies that the user knows
what is in the message and does not wish to view it again immediately. But the behavior
apparently conflicts with POSIX as the description states that the ‘next’ command may
only advance if the current message has been written before, which is not the case with
‘hold".

Update the description of the ‘next’ command such that ‘hold” makes it also advance to
the following message.

Interpretation Response

The standards states the current requirements for mailx and next, and conforming im-
plementations must conform to this. However, concerns have been raised about this
which are being referred to the sponsor.

Rationale for Interpretation
None.
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