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Interpretation Request #62 
Topic: getenv, static data overwritten Relevant Sections: XSH getenv Page: 510 Line: 
16878-16881

“On XSI-conformant systems, the return value from getenv() may point to static data 
which may also be overwritten by subsequent calls to putenv().”

directly contradicts the earlier statement in the DESCRIPTION:

“The string pointed to may be overwritten by a subsequent call to getenv(), setenv(), or 
unsetenv(), but shall not be overwritten by a call to any other function in this volume of 
IEEE Std 1003.1-2001.”

(since putenv() is a “function in this volume of IEEE Std 1003.1-2001.”)

Also, given the above statement in the DESCRIPTION, this statement in the RETURN 
VALUE section is redundant:

“The return value from getenv() may point to static data which may be overwritten by 
subsequent calls to getenv(), setenv(), or unsetenv().”

On line 16867 change “getenv(), setenv(), or unsetenv()” to “getenv(), setenv(), un-
setenv(), or putenv()”, with “setenv(), unsetenv()” shaded CX and “or putenv()” shaded 
XSI.

Delete the second and third paragraphs of the RETURN VALUE section (lines 16878-
16881).
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Interpretation Response #62
The standard is unclear on this issue, and no conformance distinction can be made be-
tween alternative implementations based on this. This is being referred to the sponsor.

Rationale for Interpretation
None.


